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The number of adopted children is not limited.
Legitimation may be effected even if there are legitimate
children, if the latter are of full age and grve their consent.
IV. Policy of the Birth Rate
i. THE SYSTEM OF FAMILY ALLOWANCES
The system of family allowances, as it resulted from the law of
July 29, 1939, has been radically revised. Independently of the
raising of the rate of family - allowances proper, an allowance
known as the 'single-wage* allowance has been established.
Again, a Bill now being drafted will grant a "lodging allowance"
to families with at least three children living in new tenements
(Radio-Paris, May 20, 1941).
(i) Family Allowances* A first law, of November 18, 1940, had
already brought the rate of family allowances up to 10 per cent,
of the average wages for the departement current in the commune in
which the family resides for two children, 30 per cent, for three
and 50 per cent, for four children, the allowance for the "Mother-
at-home" remaining fixed at 10 per cent.
A law of February 15, 1941, published on April 9, revised and
increased the rates.
The bounty for the first-born dependent child is continued.
The period of two years laid down by the decree of July 29, 1939,
for parents married between July 31, 1937, and July 30, 1939, was
extended by the period of mobilization (Decree published June 4,
I94i).
10 per cent, for the second child.
20 per cent, for the third child (total 30 per cent.).
30 per cent, for the fourth child (total 60 per cent.).
30 per cent, for each succeeding child.
Dependent children are those not more than one year above
school age, apprentices up to seventeen, and students up to twenty
years of age.
Two average wage rates have been worked out for the departs-
mtnt\ one calculated on the wages of adults in trade and industry,
and applicable in centres with more than 2000 inhabitants; the
other calculated on farming wages, applicable in the other
communes*
la the mercantile marine, family allowances are augmented by
a 'family embarkation bounty' equal to 50 per cent, of their
amount (Circular issued by-the Secretary of State for the Navy on
February 26, 1941).